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Welcome to the eighth issue of the End Times Berean

Watchman Report!

In this issue, we will be looking at some recent archaeological

findings regarding the Cave of the Patriarchs and thinking about

Hebron, the city where it is located, and the promises made to

Abraham that they remind us of.

New Research Confirms Ancient Origins

In a 600-page doctoral thesis composed over the past eight years,

Dr. Noam Arnon, explores evidence for this being the true location

of the tombs of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, and Leah.

First temple era pottery was found at the site, confirming it is at

least 2,600 years old, but the interior demonstrates that it clearly

dates back to the Bronze Age. Furthermore, I believe that the

building itself, which has been attributed by modern scholars to

Herod the Great, was actually originally built by King Solomon,

which would further support the credibility of the site. I’m

compiling that research in a book that I am currently working on

called: Finding Solomon-Rediscovering the Works of Israel’s

Greatest Builder. I hope to have that out by the end of next year.

Secrets of the Cave of the Patriarchs
exposed

Noam Arnon’s comprehensive doctoral
dissertation on the Cave of the Patriarchs
proves there is much more to the ancient
site than meets the eye.

www.israelhayom.com  •  Share

This research should reinforce our convictions that not only were

the patriarchs were real people, but also, in the same way that to

this day their tombs have not been forgotten, the God of Abraham,

Isaac, and Jacob will not forget his promises to the Jewish people.

www.hebronfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Caves-of-Machpelah9.jpg

Hebron Remains a Contested City

Hebron, the city that David ruled Judah from for seven and a half

years before conquering Jerusalem (2 Samuel 2:11), is almost as

contested as Jerusalem itself. The reason that the research above

is so noteworthy is that Muslim interests have made it extremely

difficult to study or even access the inner caves of the site. And

there are regular clashes with the Palestinians in the town of

Hebron. Consequently, it has been very difficult for Jews to obtain

building permits there to expand this part of their ancient

homeland.

But appeasement of unreasonable demands has always proven to

lead to even more unreasonable demands, not improved relations

and mutual concessions. In positive news, the development of a

new Jewish neighborhood in Hebron was finally allowed to begin

construction. Hopefully, the present Israeli government will

continue to support these projects and allow Jews to grow their

presence in this important and historic city.

Construction Begins in Hebron’s Historic
Hezekiah Neighborhood | The Jewish Press
- JewishPress.com | Hana Levi Julian | 19
Heshvan 5782 – October 24, 2021

The Jewish Community of Hebron this week celebrated

the news that construction has begun in Hebron, which has been waiting

since its initial approval in 2018. The new neighborhood will be called

“Hezekiah Quarter – Nachalat Chabad,” and it will be the first major project

in Hebron for Jews in the past twenty years.

www.jewishpress.com  •  Share

Ancient Origins, Ancient Customs

The connection of Jews with Hebron of course goes all the way

back to Abraham. He purchased the Cave of Machpelah as a tomb

for his wife Sarah, and after that, it became the tomb for all of the

early patriarchs. You also see something very interesting about

middle eastern culture, and how negotiations for a sale price are

made between friends and/or when there is great mutual respect.

Ephron the Hittite offers to GIVE Abraham the cave as a gift, but

Abraham refuses and asks him to tell him the price for the land.

The first offer to give the item away is meant as a show of respect,

it is not really a sincere offer to give the item without cost. Four

thousand years later, you will still find that this way of negotiating

or fixing a price between friends is common in the Middle East.

Then Abraham rose and bowed down before the people of

the land, the Hittites. He said to them, “If you are willing to

let me bury my dead, then listen to me and intercede with

Ephron son of Zohar on my behalf so he will sell me the cave

of Machpelah, which belongs to him and is at the end of his

field. Ask him to sell it to me for the full price as a burial site

among you.”

Ephron the Hittite was sitting among his people and he

replied to Abraham in the hearing of all the Hittites who had

come to the gate of his city. “No, my lord,” he said. “Listen to

me; I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. I

give it to you in the presence of my people. Bury your dead.”

Again Abraham bowed down before the people of the land

and he said to Ephron in their hearing, “Listen to me, if you

will. I will pay the price of the field. Accept it from me so I

can bury my dead there.”

Ephron answered Abraham, “Listen to me, my lord; the land

is worth four hundred shekels of silver, but what is that

between you and me? Bury your dead.”

Abraham agreed to Ephron’s terms and weighed out for him

the price he had named in the hearing of the Hittites: four

hundred shekels of silver, according to the weight current

among the merchants.

So Ephron’s field in Machpelah near Mamre—both the field

and the cave in it, and all the trees within the borders of the

field—was deeded to Abraham as his property in the

presence of all the Hittites who had come to the gate of the

city. Afterward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave in

the field of Machpelah near Mamre (which is at Hebron) in

the land of Canaan. So the field and the cave in it were

deeded to Abraham by the Hittites as a burial site.

Genesis 23:7-20 (NIV)

Hebron is also the city that Absalom rebelled against his father

David from, when he attempted to crown himself king over his

father (2 Samuel 15:10).

Final Thoughts

The Jewish roots in Hebron are in some ways even deeper than

those in Jerusalem, but it is in Jerusalem that God chose to place

his throne and to rest the soles of his feet (Ezekiel 43:7).

Nevertheless, Hebron is a city that anchors our past and points us

towards the final fulfillment of God’s enduring promise to

Abraham, i.e. the first Abraham Accord…
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