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Welcome to End Times Berean Watchman Report!

I’m going to begin a new series on how to interpret prophecy, as

taught by example in the Scriptures. These lessons are excerpted

from the first chapter in my forthcoming book, No More Delay.

I hope you find these lessons helpful, and I will be very interested

in any discussion or comments you may have about them.

And if you’ve just recently signed up, you can always pull up past

newsletters at my main Revue page:

End Times Berean Watchman Report |
Revue

End Times Berean Watchman Report - Keep up-to-date

on specific trends and events which help us know where

we are in the Bible’s last days timeline….

www.getrevue.co  •  Share

Heinrich Hofmann -- “At the Village of Emmaus—Luke 24:13-35”

Quoting the Meaning—Not the Exact Wording

And he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So

was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he

would be called a Nazarene. – Matthew 2:23 (NIV)

When we read this New Testament quote, we are sure that this

was a prophecy about Jesus. And yet, we know that Nazareth was

not recognized as having a messianic association by most Jews in

the first century because of Nathaniel’s question recorded in John

1:46; “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” And

indeed, there is no precise match in the Old Testament to which

we can directly compare Matthew’s statement.

What are we to do with that? Shall we conclude that Matthew

misquoted the Old Testament, or worse, that he just made it up?

No, I don’t think so.

What it means is that we have been introduced to a principle of

understanding and applying Bible prophecy. Matthew was

teaching us to look for the meaning of a passage and not get hung

up on the exact wording. 

Now, I admit that can get messy. But it is, I believe, the only

rational way to understand how Matthew could inerrantly quote

that phrase as prophecy. Here’s how we can begin to analyze and

understand a tricky passage like that. The resolution is found in

searching out the Hebrew root word of Nazarene, netser

(Strong’s H5342), meaning “branch.” And to make it even more

complex, there is more than one word for “branch” in Hebrew.

You also have several synonyms for netser. There is tsemach

(Strong’s H6780), meaning a sprout, a shoot, or a branch, and

choter (Strong’s H2415), meaning branch, twig, or rod. Also,

yowneq (Strong’s H3126), meaning a sucker or sapling (of a tree

felled and sprouting), and sheresh (Strong’s H8328), meaning

the root of a tree or vine (a branch in the ground). Altogether,

there are plenty of messianic associations connected with these

images of a branch or young shoot. As you read these verses,

notice how the image of a branch is tied to messianic hopes.

In that day the Branch (tsemach) of the Lord will be

beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land will be the

pride and glory of the survivors in Israel. – Isaiah 4:2

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise

up for David a righteous Branch (tsemach), a King who will

reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.“ –

Jeremiah 23:5 (NIV)

“Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your associates seated

before you, who are men symbolic of things to come: I am

going to bring my servant, the Branch (tsemach). See, the

stone I have set in front of Joshua! There are seven eyes on

that one stone, and I will engrave an inscription on it,” says

the Lord Almighty, “and I will remove the sin of this land in

a single day.” – Zechariah 3:8-9

Tell him this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Here is the

man whose name is the Branch (tsemach), and he will

branch out from his place and build the temple of the Lord.

It is he who will build the temple of the Lord, and he will be

clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And

he will be a priest on his throne. And there will be harmony

between the two.” – Zechariah 6:12-13

Then all your people will be righteous and they will possess

the land forever. They are the shoot (netser) I have planted,

the work of my hands, for the display of my splendor. –

Isaiah 60:21

The image of the branch is also seen in the image of a young or

tender shoot (yowneq), and Isaiah continues to connect the idea

of a branch with messianic expectations. We see both the promise

of the conquering king in Isaiah 11, and the suffering servant in

Isaiah 53. Both passages also connect the picture with roots

(sheresh), as from a stump in the ground that may appear dead

but is very much alive.

A shoot (choter) will come up from the stump of Jesse; from

his roots (sheresh) a Branch (netser) will bear fruit. The

Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and

of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the

Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—and he will

delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he

sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;

but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice

he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike

the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his

lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt

and faithfulness the sash around his waist. – Isaiah 11:1-5

He grew up before him like a tender shoot (yowneq), and

like a root (sheresh) out of dry ground. He had no beauty or

majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that

we should desire him. – Isaiah 53:2

The vision of the Branch, in a messianic sense with its association

with Judah (the tribe of David) and a future judgment, is even

seen cryptically in the blessing of Jacob (Israel) on his son, Judah

(Genesis 49). In this blessing, we see a combination of messianic

prophecies. 

The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff

from between his feet, until he to whom it belongs shall

come and the obedience of the nations shall be his. He will

tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch

(soreq); he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the

blood of grapes. – Genesis 49:10-11

First, there is the promise that the line of Judah would be kings—

and that the land of Judah would be the place of the kings’ rule.

Furthermore, before that rule fails, the one who will someday rule

the nations will come. This seems to be a reference to the birth of

Christ prior to the end of a dynasty in Judah. The question is, was

that the Hasmonean dynasty or the Herodian dynasty? The

Jewishness of Herod the Great was highly debated, even in his

lifetime; but the writings of Josephus confirm that Herod was

descended by blood from the Hasmoneans (see Note 1 for

references). 

Next, the recognition of the Messiah is connected visually with a

donkey and colt (Zechariah 9:9) and the “choicest branch” soreq

(Strong’s H8321), which means the strong branch of a choice

grape vine. It is another synonym for netser (see Note 2). And

lastly, the vision relates to divine judgment at the end of the age

with the reference to washing his garments in wine; “his robes in

the blood of grapes.” 

Now considering all these prophetic images together, it is much

easier to see how Matthew can affirm that the prophets declared;

“He shall be called a Nazarene”—even though there is no precise

quote for this in the Old Testament.

In that sense, the name Nazarene would mean a man of the

branch, as well as a man from the town of Nazareth (the place of

the branch). Some may see this as a stretch; but it is essential to

see these kinds of connections, if one truly wants to not only

understand prophetic fulfillments in the past but also in the

present. And specifically, to recognize that God uses synonyms

interchangeably. Therefore, it doesn’t even have to be the same

word, if it means the same thing.

Coming Next

I hope this was a helpful exercise to get you thinking about how

complex interpreting prophecy can be, and why we need to really

analyze the examples of the prophecies that have already been

fulfilled, if we want to better understand how they might be

fulfilled in the future.

Next week we’ll discuss that similar images or ideas are generally

related. The idea is a well-known Jewish principle for

interpretation called Getzerah Shawah – the relating of passages

based on similar words or word pictures.

Till then, may God bless you and your families as we wait and

watch for the Lord’s return.

Maranatha! 

Christian Widener

NOTE 1: Flavius Josephus, in Antiquities of the Jews,

includes a disjointed genealogy of Herod the Great,

delivering Herod’s family tree in pieces. [Eleazar (Auran)

Mattias was the brother of Judas Maccabeus who were sons

of Mattathias, the son of John, the son of Simeon, the son of

Asamoneus (b. 12, c. 6, s. 1). Jason was the son of Eleazar (b.

12, c. 10, s. 6). Antipater I was the son of Jason (b. 13, c. 5, s.

8). Herod the king of the Jews, was the son of Antipater II,

also called Antipas, who was the son of Antipater I (b. 14, c. 1,

s. 3).] Josephus also says that Nicolatis of Damascus testified

that Herod’s father Antipater “was of the stock of the

principal Jews who came out of Babylon into Judea,” but

then ambiguously says that the asser-tion was to gratify

Herod. Next, Josephus alleges that the government of the

Asamonean’s ceased with the death of Antigonus: “…and it

came to Herod, the son of Antipater, who was of no more

than a vulgar family, and of no eminent extraction, but one

that was subject to other kings. And this is what history tells

us was the end of the Asamonean family (b. 14, c. 16, s. 4).”

In this quote, Josephus is not denying that Herod was a

blood relative. He is calling Herod a mongrel descendant and

an usurper. Josephus does not see Herod as a rightful

inheritor of the throne, which must be the reason he says

that the Hasmonean line ended with the ascension of Herod,

even though he was related to them. 

Note 2: Imagine if you held up all these words as pictures of

what they represent in a class of grade school kids. Would

they be able to recognize what all these words have in

common? I think so.

And don't forget to check out my blog:

Where you will find even more thoughts about these last days.

End Times Berean Blog – End Times Berean

Research on Bible Prophecy, Biblical Archaeology, and

Apologetics from Author Dr. Christian Widener

endtimesberean.com  •  Share
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